The search for better quality minerals
probably drove the earliest kinds of
mining. However, this did not begin with
the exploitation of metal ores. Neolithic
mines and quarries for high quality tool
stones were also widespread.

At Grimes Graves, in Norfolk, hundreds
of shafts were dug into the ground to
reach deposits of black flint which was

not only perfect for making tools, but
also very beautiful.

Mark Edmonds (the well known British

archaeologist) used his knowledge of
the archaeology of this site to write a
vivid account of a prehistoric mining
expedition:



